Depressive behaviour in children diagnosed with a mitochondrial disorder.
A higher incidence of depression has been described in adults with primary oxidative phosphorylation disease. We evaluated the psychological characteristics of eighteen non-retarded pediatric patients diagnosed with a disorder of the oxidative phosphorylation. We found significantly higher rate of withdrawn, depressive behaviour compared to population norm scores, to children with other types of inborn errors of metabolism and also in comparison to patients with Sotos syndrome. The occurrence of depressive behaviour showed no correlation with the degree of mitochondrial dysfunction. These findings support the hypothesis that mood disorders could be associated to abnormal cerebral energy metabolism.